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AUSTRALIAN VANADIUM — PROCESSING PLANT 
Statement 

HON LAURIE GRAHAM (Agricultural) [9.46 pm]: I was pleased to join the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; 
Energy; Industrial Relations, Hon Bill Johnston, and Australian Vanadium Ltd managing director, Vincent Algar, 
and chief operating officer, Todd Richardson, at a press conference this morning to announce that AVL is advancing 
the development of its world-class vanadium project 40 kilometres south of Meekatharra in the midwest region. 

As outlined in its media releases, Australian Vanadium has entered into an option to purchase land from the Critch 
family for a processing plant at Tenindewa, approximately 80 kilometres west of Geraldton. It made this decision 
because no suitable sites were available closer. It looked at Narngulu industrial estate, but it had only a third of the 
land it needed. Oakajee industrial estate is not suitable for road train access for the super-quad trucks that AVL is 
looking to use on the project. The owners of farming properties closer to Geraldton were, unfortunately, unwilling 
to consider the project or were concerned about the impact on their neighbours or farming operations. That ruled 
out all those sites. 

It is great to see that this project is proceeding to the next stage, which obviously includes feasibility studies to 
prove that the output of the processing plant will be approximately 10 000 tonnes of vanadium pentoxide—about 
six per cent of the global supply—and the completion of environmental reviews. The benefit of being close to 
Geraldton is that there will be about one million tonnes of lower grade iron ore than is generally shipped, but 
because it will be close and adjacent to the port, the company is expecting to find a market fairly readily for that. 
That is one of the tasks the company has ahead of it. 

This proposal presents opportunities for AVL and Geraldton and communities in the midwest. It is an important 
project and has been awarded major project status, which is a formal recognition by the federal government that it 
is a project of national significance. Only 16 of these projects are recognised in Australia at this point. 

Vanadium is traditionally used to strengthen steel, but there is a growing market for it in redox flow battery 
technology, which uses vanadium for storage. Australian Vanadium is progressing through feasibility studies, 
which will bring its high-grade vanadium project into production.  

If the project moves to the construction phase, it will have a significant impact on the midwest through both direct 
and indirect jobs, including opportunities for regional and national suppliers. It is estimated that 100 jobs will be 
created at the plant, and that those will likely be taken up by regionally-based personnel. The company believes 
that approximately 500 jobs will be created in the greater Geraldton area from the processing plant at Tenindewa. 
This is using a multiplier of four. That figure is estimated to increase to over 200 jobs during plant construction. 
Additionally, it is expected that 100 jobs will be created in the Meekatharra area. The company is working with 
the Stephen Michael Foundation to maximise the employment opportunities for Aboriginal people in that area, 
and also for local people. 

Creating jobs is the number one priority of the McGowan government. This project has the potential to create 
hundreds of jobs in Geraldton and surrounding communities. The project will have an initial mine life of 17 years. 
The company is looking to use only about one-quarter of the strike area for the current 17-year production run. 
There is plenty of capacity for either expansion or a long life. 

As members would know, Geraldton has been impacted by the loss of fly in, fly out jobs. Real estate prices in the 
area have been very depressed. Projects such as this, and other projects that are considering locating to the midwest, 
could well reverse that trend, and hopefully we will see some improvement in the local real estate market, and also 
in the confidence of people to invest in and move to Geraldton to reside. 
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